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A full line of art materials, plus convenience items for resident 
students and teachers.

Art gallery and gift shop:
Locally and student-produced art and artisan-wares are offered 
for sale in the gift shop.
The art gallery will rotate exhibits of art on a regular basis with 
local events planned in conjunction with showings.

Library:
A complete range of art and instruction books, historical art 
books, as well as reference materials and maps.

Picture framing shop:
Full service custom framing is open to the public. Specific art 
enhancement techniques will be taught from this facility. 
Student trainees will gain further knowledge through hands-on 
experience as well as financial renumeration on a part time 
basis.

Art shows and special events:
Social events will be planned on an ongoing basis. End of class 
art events, art shows open to the public, and “gallery nights’ 
with live entertainment are scheduled throughout the year.

Fortuna Nature Preserve, St. Thomas, USVI

 Estate Fortuna  209 Acres
 Estate Perserverance   425 Acres
 Estate Bonne Esperance  76 Acres
    Total: 710 Acres

It is the intentions of the investment group to initially purchase and 
preserve the properties in order to deter development. During the 
holding period, we will be completing the Art Center and the Old Dairy 
reconstruction. Also during the time of construction of the other island 
projects, we will be working with those individuals that can shed some 
light on the ecology of this site as well as to give us some 
understanding in depth of the environmental situation on the site. Our 
purpose is to forever preserve this area as wild (or as wild as it is now, 
at least). In addition, it is our desire to align with  proper ecological 
practices and use the property in such a way as to share the natural 
beauty and precious environmental aspects in an educational aspect 
and low impact natural appreciation usage.

Perhaps once we know more about the ecology there, we can develop 
programs of participation with universities or research groups to further 
the knowledge of the site and cooperate in an environmental assistance 
practice program. In the higher property area, or perhaps even on the 
art center property, we could construct a structure to be utilized for the 
nature studies and environmental research, accessed through the art 
center roadway.

Estate Perserverance is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places as it was once the 
site of a sugar mill, its ruins still visible on the 
site. The site is also of archeological 
significance.

Fortuna Mill Art 
Center

Fortuna Mill Art Center, St. Thomas, USVI

The center will be dedicated to teaching and enriching the experience of 
all manner of visual arts. On-going classes with seasonal time frames: 
Continual educational class for youth and adults geared to various 
levels of ability will be taught by full-time instructors.

Short-term art classes and workshops (1 to 5 day classes):
These classes will vary baed upon interest and availability of 
instructors (visiting artists as well as continuing instructors). A 
wide variety of media will be offered which will appeal to 
international student participation and promote tourism with 
weekly turn-around times.

Special visiting artist programs:
Opportunities for a more varied curriculum will occur with 
special visit and unique short-term programs, promoting 
international participation and tourism.

Artist-in-Residence Program: 
A limited number of these opportunities will be offered with on-
site housing and meals. Artists participation will create new 
avenues for learning as well as teaching, creating a shared 
experience of advancement in a wide range of media. Studios 
are provided with a 1 year maximum stay.

Working studios: 
Additional structures will be built using rubble walls and local as 
well as historical construction techniques. These structures 
offer opportunity for those individuals wishing to have a working 
studio from which to create their own art. Individuals will be 
willing to demonstrate their working facilities to visitors, further 
enhancing the concept of sharing and enriching others with the 
art experience. Studios include:

Watercolor and acrylics (2 studios)
Oil painting (1 studios)
Paper-making studio
Potter (ceramics) studio
Glass blowing, glass fusing, and stained glass studio
Jewelry making (2 studios) including goldsmithing, 
silversmithing, and beading
Woodworking and wood carving studio
Fiber arts studio (spinning & weaving) (2 studios)
Silk screening studio
Batik studio
Leather crafting studio
Basketry
Blacksmithing
Artist-in-residence (2 studios)

Student housing:
The facility presently contains 8 bedrooms and 7 bathrooms. 
Visiting artists, artist-in-residence, and students will have use of 
the some of these facilities.

Facility offices:
General management office and record keeping.

Art supply shop and convenience goods:


